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represented a new Tetrarchic style emperor who preferred to identify with the frontiers rather 
than Rome.
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but these terms do not describe anything that critical historians have not already been doing for 
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traditional interpretation of the circumstances surrounding the battle of the Milvian Bridge 
with its emphasis on the religious sphere, the second part, chapters nine to ten, offers a new 
reconstruction of events with an emphasis on the strictly political sphere. Finally, one should 
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a classic case of style over substance.
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the battle of the Milvian Bridge, whatever it was that is usually referred to now as his 'vision', 
although he does not commit himself as to the nature of this phenomenon. However, he refuses 
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sign of divine favour or his subsequent efforts on behalf of the religion whose god, so he be-
lieved, had shown him this favour. Emperors had always paid some attention at least to alleged 
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of its contemporary nature and its independence from the literary traditions, the numismatic 
evidence.
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cronologica è assai benvenuta, considerando quanti studi nel passato sono stati dedicati al 
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confronti dei martiri donatisti (che egli ebbe voglia di rappresentare come spregevoli suicidi). 
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una sepoltura, che trova chiari confronti nelle prassi antiche romane. Nel capitolo sul suicidio 
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Il maggior merito di questo innovativo e ben documentato volume, la cui autrice è ben 
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sia delle opinioni sul suicidio sia delle norme in riguardo, entrambe individuabili nei dibattiti e 
nelle legislature in ambienti tanto pagani quanto cristiani.
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